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ALKI PTA CURRENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHECK  THE WEBSITE 
www.alkipta.com

SIGN-UP FOR E-NEWS 
Email info@alkipta.com 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/alkipta OCT 

3
OCT 
4

OCT 
10

OCT 
17

OCT 
29
NOV 

3

PTA MEETING (6:30 - 7:30 PM) 
Alki Library. Free Childcare. See page 3. 

KINDER SOCIAL POTLUCK (6:00 - 7:30 PM) 
Join other Kinder families for a potluck in the Cafeteria. See page 3. 

REFLECTIONS WORKSHOP (1:10 - 3:00 PM) 
Afternoon of exploring art & this year's theme. See page 5.

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY (7:10 - 7:50 AM) 
2 walking school buses, free snacks and incentive items. See page 4. 

HEROES & DONUTS (7:10 - 7:50 AM) 
Bring your hero to school for donuts & coffee.  See page 3.

CURRICULUM NIGHT (6:00 - 8:00 PM) 
More information can be found on page 4.

SCHOOL PICTURE DAY 
Find your order form in Wednesday's kid mail. See page 5.

ALKI FAMILY SKATE NIGHT (5:00 - 7:00 PM) 
Southwest Roller Rink.  See page 6.

OCT 
18

OCT 
10

OCT 
24&

OCT 
25

PTA MUSICAL - PARENT MEETING 
Mandatory parent meeting, children welcome. See page 6.

OCT 
26 PRINCIPAL COFFEE CHAT (8:00 AM) 

This month's topic: school safety.  See page 2.
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LETTER FROM THE 
PTA PRESIDENT 
Welcome to October! The highlight of my 
September was the Back to School BBQ 

hosted by Erin and Erin Kelley. This was their last year 
hosting this particular event and if you see them please take 
a moment to express your gratitude to what they've given 
to our community over the years. They're around through 
the end of this year which means it's the perfect time for 
our next Back to School BBQ host to step in and assume the 
mantle while they are still around to answer questions and 
share whatever magic makes that event run so well (Erin 
mentioned they have never been rained out for that event 
which means they've got something going on!). Reach out 
to events@alkipta.com if you'd like to host next year's BBQ. 

In this month we meet on the sidewalk for Walk to School 
Day (Oct 10), enjoy our first day off from school (Oct 12), 
and give a nod to the Heroes in our life while noshing on 
donuts before school (Heroes and Donuts, Oct 17). Capes 
are not required for that last one but as long as they don't 
stay on for school we aren't discouraging them either :).  

Our kids are going to be hearing about Safety & Belonging 
this month, and about what it means to feel accepted. 
When I was a kid I thought a lot about what it meant to be 
accepted by a group, and how I could change myself in 
order to belong. As I age I see how that intention needs to 
be flipped on its head - first I need to accept myself for who 
I am, and then I can find a group who likes me for me. I 
know it's largely in-one-ear and out-the-other with the 
things I tell my kids, but I hope it doesn't take them as long 
as it took me to figure that out. I've seen this sense of 
belonging modeled again and again by our students - from 
the girl who held my daughter's hand as they marched in to 
their first day of kindergarten together, to new kids 
sprinting around the playground as if they've been in our 
community all along. I hope we adults are modeling this 
belonging and acceptance as well as our kids are modeling 
it for us.  

You belong (we all do!), 
Jenna Andersen, Alki PTA President

LETTER FROM 
PRINCIPAL DEESE 
Aloha Alki Elementary Families,  

Our PTA’s motto for the year is “everyone belongs, 
everyone matters.”  What an amazing and important 
message that we want to share across our community 
and beyond.  This also fits well within our character trait/
virtue for the month, safety & belonging.   

It is our paramount duty to keep students safe at Alki and 
it is also highly important that all students and their 
families feel like they belong at our school.  Students will 
be doing learning around this trait in their classrooms 
and through our Monday assemblies this month.  Do you 
feel included in our school community? Are there things 
we could be doing to improve that experience for you?  
We want to hear from you, here are some ways to get 
your voice heard:  

Alki PTA’s Listening Hours- tinyurl.com/
inclusionlisteninghours 

Principal Coffee Chats- bit.ly/principalcoffeechat 

Alki Family Survey - bit.ly/alkiparentsurvey 

Stop by, make an appointment, or write me a letter! I 
would love to hear from you. rskido@seattleschools.org, 
206.252.9050 (office can put you on my calendar) or 
206.252.9055 (direct line).  

We are Alki Seagulls and We BELONG!  

With love and appreciation,  
Rena Deese, Alki Elementary Principal

PRINCIPAL COFFEE CHATS 
Join Principal Deese in a casual conversation  
over coffee in the Alki lunchroom. 

October 26th (8:00 AM): School Safety

INCLUSION COMMITTEE LISTENING HOURS  
Listening Hours are private conversations between Alki community members and volunteers trained in Empathic Listening. 
Our goal is to open up conversations about experiences related to diversity, culture, and inclusion at Alki Elementary.  All 
sessions are confidential.  tinyurl.com/inclusionlisteninghours 

October Listening Hours: 
Tuesday (6:00-7:00 PM): Oct. 9, Oct 16  
Thursday (2:00-3:00 PM): Oct. 4, Oct. 11, Oct. 18, Oct. 25 
Friday (8:00-9:00 AM): Oct. 5, Oct. 12, Oct. 19, Oct. 26
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PTA MEETING 
TONIGHT! 
Wednesday, October 3rd 
Alki Library  (6:30 - 7:30 PM) 

Free Childcare available. Sign up at 
tinyurl.com/PTAMeetingChildcare 

AGENDA 
Call To Order 
Approval or Correction of 
September 13th General Meeting 
Minutes 

New Business 
• Broadcasting Meetings 
• Standing Rules update 
• Any new business from the floor?   

Old Business 
• Every Child in Focus bulletin 
board (November, Native American 
Heritage Month) 
• Event Mentor Program  

Reports 
• Principal/BLT 
• Board Reports: Advocacy 

Thank yous/Announcements 
• Kinder Potluck, Oct 4, 
6:00-7:30pm 
• Walk to School Day, Oct 10 
• Heroes and Donuts, Oct 17, 
7:15am-7:55am 
• Principal Coffee Chat, Oct 26, 
“School Safety” 
• Family Skate Night, Nov 3 
• Curriculum Night – Thursday 
October 18th 6:00-8:00pm.  PTA 
provided childcare will include a 
movie in the gym. Parent Volunteers 
needed to oversee childcare 
providers.  
• Membership Drive – Join now!  
Online! www.PT-Avenue.com/join 

Adjourn – Next Meeting Thursday, 
Nov 8th 6:30 – 7:30 PM in the Alki 
Library 

Thursday, October 4, 2018    (6:00 – 7:30 PM) 
Please join us in the school cafeteria for a Kindergarten Social Potluck! 
All kinder families and children are invited to come mix and mingle. 

This is a Potluck so please bring if your Last Name begins with.... 

A-J  Main or Side dish 

K-R  Veggie or Fruit dish 

S-Z  Dessert 
Please, NO NUTS in any food due to food allergies. 

Contact Nicole Turpen at nicole.turpen@yahoo.com if you have any 
questions or would like to help volunteer. 

Please RSVP at tinyurl.com/AlkiKinderPotluck

HEROES 
& 

DONUTS
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 (7:15 - 7:50 AM) 

In connection with this year’s Reflections theme, celebrate the heroes 
around you by bringing a special grown up with you for donuts, coffee, 
and milk in the lunchroom before school. 

Want to help? We need at least  2 volunteers to help set up that morning. 
Contact Tom Harris at vp@alkiptacom if you are interested!

Kinder Social 

Potluck
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CURRICULUM NIGHT 
Thursday, October 18, 2018 (6:00 - 7:45 PM) 

6:00-6:25 Staff Introductions 

     Principal and PTA Welcome  

6:30-6:50 Teacher Presentation Session #1 in classrooms 

7:00-7:15 Information Presentations (choose one) 

• Library: Source login and Schoolpay online 

• Lunchroom: Alki Family Handbook Q and A 

• Art/ Physical Education in room 102 

7:20-7:40  Teacher Presentation Session #2 in classrooms 

7:45 PM   Sign out children from PTA Childcare in gym 

Curriculum Night is an adults-only event, but Alki PTA will 
be providing a FREE Movie Night in the gym for those 
families without childcare alternatives. We will be showing 
Wreck it Ralph (PG.) If you are unfamiliar with the movie 
please visit: www.commonsensemedia.org for parent 
reviews to see if it is suitable viewing for your children.  

Childcare supervision will be offered by West Seattle High 
School students earning service learning hours. In order to 
be compliant with Seattle Public Schools we need one adult 
for every 10 students in our care. 
Please sign up to supervise our Movie Night when you 
register your students for childcare at: tinyurl.com/
alkicurriculum2018. If you are a household with two adults 
available to attend that evening, please consider splitting 
your time so that one of you attends Curriculum events and 
one helps manage the kids in the gym, especially since this 
is not an option for households with only one guardian able 
to attend. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10TH 2018 
To view the map,  go to www.alkipta.com/event/WTSD2018 
Join us at either start or along the way. We’ll arrive at the school 
by 7:40 am and meet up in the cafeteria for some healthy snacks 
and fun incentive items (stickers, etc.).  
Other students and families who walked their own routes should 
feel free to join us.  

Please join us as we form two Walking School Buses: 

Genesee Hill 
Start: Corner of SW Andover Street & 55th Ave SW at 
7:10 am. 
Route: 1.1 mile to Alki Elementary along Spokane Street 
and 61st Avenue. 
Route Leader: Bryan Fiedorczyk – 
bryan.fiedor@gmail.com or 206-397-9124 

Admiral 
Start: Corner of SW Waite Street & SW Admiral Way at 
7:10 am. 
Route: 1.0 mile to Alki Elementary along Admiral Way. 
Route Leader: Jenna Andersen – president@alkipta.com 
or 509-760-4600 

Please have one adult for every group of three children 
that will join our Walking School Buses.
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BUILDING LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Next BLT meeting: October 8th (2:25 - 3:25 PM) 
All meetings are open to the public in a non-voting 
capacity and are held in the Alki Library. 

PTA REFLECTIONS ART PROGRAM 
For 50 years, National PTA’s Reflections program has helped 
students explore their own thoughts, feelings and ideas, 
develop artistic literacy, increase confidence and find a love for 
learning that will help them become more successful in school 
and in life. 
Tell your story through dance, video, literature, music, 
photography, or visual art!  Deadline is November 2nd. 

Join us for After School Reflections Workshops: 
Wednesday, Oct. 10th 1:10 - 3:00 PM 

Wednesday, Oct. 24th 1:10 - 3:00 PM 
Sessions are free but space is limited:  

tinyurl.com/alkireflections2018 
To enter: www.alkipta.com/Reflections 
Questions? reflections@alkipta.com

Alki Seagulls Soar Through Reading 
When we read we travel all over the world, to space and to fantasy 
lands. The Alki Seagulls Soar Through Reading Form is one way 
we are going to document our reading this year. When your 
student/family finishes reading a book which you traveled 
somewhere to please take a selfie of your reader/family, download 
the form, fill it out, insert the selfie, print it out in color and send it 
to school. We will make sure it gets posted on our map wall for all 
to see. If you traveled to a "new" land feel free to send in a 
handmade map of the "new" land. We would love to add those 
maps to our map wall as well. If you have any questions or can't 
g e t t h e f o r m t o w o r k p l e a s e e m a i l M r s . I b a 
lliba@seattleschools.org.  Have fun in your reading travels! 
Download the form at tinyurl.com/AlkiSoarThroughReading

S C H O O L 
PICTURE DAY 
October 25th 

Order online at 
www.yuenluischools.com search "Alki." 

Paper order forms will be in kid mail on Oct. 10th

REMINDER: NO SCHOOL 

Friday, October 12
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Alki PTA is excited to announce the kickoff of Alki PTA Drama 
Club running after school Mondays in October for the thirty-
three 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students who registered! We 
were thrilled with the interest and the fact that Drama Club 
filled up within 24 hours of the initial announcement!  Funds 
raised from Drama Club donations will support the Alki PTA 
Musical, Willy Wonka Jr., with the purchase of body mics for 
the performers.  If you would like to support the cause, please 
visit:  alki.schoolauction.net/musical2019

THE ALKI PTA MUSICAL 
Alki PTA and Director Melia Scranton are excited to 
announce this year's PTA Musical, Willy Wonka Jr.!  
The Alki PTA Musical is open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders who wish to participate. Whether they hope 
for a lead role, a supporting character or wish to be a 
member of the chorus, there is room for ALL!  The 
details: 

• Mandatory Parent Meeting: Monday, October 29th 
6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Alki Cafeteria (students 
welcome.) 

• Registration Fee: $75/Student. PTA is pleased to 
provide scholarships whenever necessary so ALL 
students that want to participate are able to 
(registration will begin October 29th). 

• Auditions: November 6th & 8th (Tuesday & 
Thursday) 2:25 - 4:00 PM in the Alki Cafeteria. 

• Rehearsal Schedule: November 13th - January 
24th. Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:25 - 4:00 
PM (extends to 4:30 PM in January.) 

• Performance Week (tentative): Monday, January 
28th - Saturday, February 2nd  5:00PM - 7:00PM 
rehearsals at the West Seattle High School Theatre. 
7:00 PM Performance Friday Feb 1st.  2:00 PM 
Matinee Saturday, Feb 2nd. 

The musical is a big time commitment for families 
with an intense rehearsal schedule (students are 
expected to attend ALL rehearsals) plus parent 
volunteer production committees including 
costumes, sets, stage crews, rehearsal supervision, 
marketing, ticket sales and bake sale! But when the 
kids take to the stage and are under the lights it all 
pays off! We can't wait to take you to a world of pure 
imagination with Willy Wonka Jr.!  

For more information contact musical@alkipta.com.

ALKI FAMILY SKATE NIGHT 
Southgate Roller Rink  

Saturday, November 3rd   
5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Flashback - it's 1988 - Saturday night, sounds of George 
Michael, Debbie Gibson and Def Leppard fill the air, you're 
with your besties drinking Tab, looking cool and possibly 
playing the hokey pokey... where are you?? The roller rink of 
course!  Now is your chance to relive it all WITH YOUR KIDS!  
Join us at Southgate Rollerrink (9646 17th Ave SW) for an 
exclusive Alki Family Skate Night!  The rink is open to Alki 
Elementary guests only so come on down and limbo with 
your Alki community! 
Cost: $7/skater, pay at the door, includes skate rental (no 
charge for adult non-skaters) 
Snack Bar open with food/drink for purchase including adult 
beverages.  We hope you will join us for this fun family event!  
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ADVOCACY 
CORNER

Each month my goal with this article 
will be to research and share what is 
going on around advocacy and 
legislative issues that impact schools 
and kids. Whether you are a policy buff 
or new to the issues, I hope you’ll find 
the in format ion here re levant , 

actionable, and easy to understand. 
Students across Seattle are counting on us. Let’s work 
together to stay informed and advocate on behalf of kids, 
schools, and all communities. Together we can make a 
difference!  -Vanessa Longacre-Wilcox, Advocacy Chair  
(advocacy@alkipta.com)

2018 WASHINGTON STATE 
PTA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY  

October 20-21 
Green River College, Auburn 
www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/legislative-assembly 

Every year PTA members from across Washington state 
meet for two days to discuss issues our students are facing. 
As representatives of our communities, we vote to 
prioritize these issues. Here is information about the issues 
being proposed this year: www.wastatepta.org/events-
programs/legislative-assembly, click on Guide to Proposed 
Legislative Principles, Legislative issues and Resolutions. 

There are several ways to voice what you think WA State 
PTA should be focusing on: 

• Take Advocacy Issues Survey – please take by 10/5!  This 
PTA online survey helps identify the TOP 5 issues that are 
most important to our school.  The issues cover a wide 
spectrum of policies from access to school meals, closing 
the opportunity and achievement gaps, pre-school, 
recess, SEL, teacher shortages, gun safety and more. 
Your voice matters, please take a few moments and let us 
know what’s important to you and your family. 
www.alkipta.com/2018/09/legislativesurvey2018 

• Attend the Legislative Assembly - There are still spots 
open for voting delegates for Alki, however, even if you 
attend as a non-voting member you can speak up and 
help shape the direction of advocacy for Washington 
State PTA. 

• Email me! I’ll be going to Legislative Assembly, if there is 
an issue that you feel is important to support or raise, 
please email me. advocacy@alkipta.com

UPCOMING ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES: 
Superintendent Juneau’s Listening Sessions. 
• Thurs., Oct. 4, 7:00-8:30 p.m.: Ballard High School 
• Weds., Oct. 10, 7:00-8:30 p.m.: Youngstown Cultural 

Center (Student focus group 6:00-6:40 p.m.) 
• Mon., Oct. 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m.: Roosevelt High School 

Community Meetings with School Board Director Leslie 
Harris 
• October 20, 2018 3 - 5 p.m. Seattle Public Library - 

Delridge Branch, 5423 Delridge Way SW  

Seattle Public School Board Meetings 
• October 3, 2018 4:15 to 8:30 PM – John Stanford Center 

2445 3rd Avenue South, Seattle 
• October 17, 2018 4:15 to 8:30 PM – John Stanford 

Center 2445 3rd Avenue South, Seattle 
• October 30, 2018 4:15 to 8:30 PM – John Stanford 

Center 2445 3rd Avenue South, Seattle 

2018 Elections - PLEASE REGISTER AND REMEMBER TO 
VOTE ON NOVEMBER 6th! 
As a reminder, the PTA does not endorse any specific 
candidates. Instead, we encourage our community to 
engage in the political process as – IT DIRECTLY IMPACTS 
YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION. Far too much focus is placed 
on the national election, there are local races and positions 
to be decided in November that will have a measurable 
impact on Seattle Public Schools and Alki Elementary. 

Washington State elections deadlines: 
• October 8, 2018 - Last day to register to vote online or 

by mail 
• October 8, 2018 - Last day to update an existing voter 

registration 
• October 29, 2018 - Last day for new WA voters to 

register in person 
• November 6, 2018 - General Election
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VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

If you are interested in helping with one of these special 
events, or would like more information, please check out 
www.alkiPTA.com/Volunteer, or email info@alkipta.com.  
There are opportunities large and small... something for 
everyone!

HELP WANTED 

Be a helping hand at any one of these 

awesome events: 

• Heroes and Donuts (10/17): Contact 

vp@alkipta.com 

• Kinder Social (10/4): Contact 

nicole.turpen@yahoo.com 

• Curriculum Night Childcare (10/18): 

Contact president@alkipta.com 

• Walk To School Day (10/10): Contact 

bryan.fiedor@gmail.com

ROOM PARENTS WANTED 

This is a volunteer position that has a huge 

pay-off for a small amount of time invested.  A 

room parent facilitates communication between 

the PTA and other parents in the class.  They can 

also act as a liaison between the teacher and the 

parents or do various tasks to aid the teacher at 

the teacher’s request.  Room parents  provide 

help to our teachers so that they can devote their 

time to teaching our kids.  We look forward to 

working with all of you this year.  For more 

information, visit alkipta.com/RoomParent.  If you 

are interested in being a room parent, please 

email Tom Harris at VP@alkipta.com

HOLIDAY STAFF LUNCHEON CHAIR WANTED 
Help coordinate a special luncheon for our deserving staff right before the holidays.  Your help is needed for it to be a success! • Advance coordinating of potluck items • Coordinate volunteers to set-up, breakdown, serve, and contribute food This year’s Staff Holiday Luncheon is in the afternoon on Friday, Dec. 14 Any questions? Contact us: events@alkipta.com

The Back To School BBQ 
could not have happened 
without  the hard work, 
planning, and grill assembly 
by Erin & Erin Kelley.  Also, 
a big thank you to the 
volunteers that helped set 
up and serve:  Marieka 
Freestar, Mel Spiker, Tay 
Cooper, Tom Harris,  Chris 

Bertelli, Ali Pankop,  Kyle Ott (for donating the propane) 
plus the many helpers that helped clean up after!! 

Stage Clean Up Day was a 
success thanks to the 
determination of Amy 
Cooper and the volunteers 
that gave up part of their 
Saturday to help out: Davina 
Dilley,  PTA Board Members 
Jenna Andersen, Vanessa 
Longacre-Wilcox, Ali Pankop, Tom Harris, Alki parent 
Cheryl Smith Meckley, and Alki Grandparent Kim Nelson. 

Alki Day with Sounders FC not only 
brought the community together to 
cheer for Seattle, but also raised money 
for our school in the process! Thank you 
to all of you that purchased a ticket and 
to Amy Cheng for her fundraising efforts! 
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COMMUNITY

SPOOKY FEST   
ALKI COMMUNITY CENTER 
FRIDAY, OCT. 26 (6:00 -8:00 PM) 
Enjoy spooky fun and carnival games for the whole 
family! Carnival games. The Scream Room is open 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for those that dare. Dress in 
costume and remember to bring a bag for your 

PARENTS NIGHT OUT (Ages 5-11) 
ALKI COMMUNITY CENTER  
FRIDAY, OCT. 19 (6:00 -8:00 PM) 
Parents, it’s your turn to take a time out, and while you 
are out your kids will enjoy pizza, skating, games, and 
other activities.  Please register a week in advance.

WEST SEATTLE JUNCTION HARVEST FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, OCT. 28 (10:00 AM -2:00 PM) 
There will be activities for kids sponsored by our local 
businesses and organizations, a chili cook-off, 
costumes and prizes, trick-or-treating, and of course 
great fall bounty brought to The Junction by our local 
West Seattle Farmers Market.

7TH ANNUAL WEST SEATTLE MONTER DASH 
5K RUN WALK 
SATURDAY, OCT. 27 (5K RUN 9:30AM, KIDS DASH 
10:30AM) 
The West Seattle Monster Dash is a 5k trail run/walk 
plus two Little Monster Dashes. The race takes place 
in Lincoln Park, boasting 135 acres with forested trails, 
bluff views of Puget Sound, and grassy meadows. 
Monster Dash features a well-sponsored raffle, race 
prizes, costume contests, kid's crafts, and tons of fun!  
The Monster Dash has become a fall tradition for 
families and running enthusiasts throughout West 
Seattle and beyond. 

ADMIRAL DISTRICT TRICK OR TREATING 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 31 (3:00 - 6:00 PM) 
Trick or treating in the Admiral District is 100% 
volunteer supported by the businesses operating 
near the intersection of Admiral and California Ave 
SW. Each year, local businesses give back to the 
community by providing a safe place for trick or 
treating. Find your favorite costume, grab the kids, 
and come out on October 31st to join in on this 
popular West Seattle event!

WILD WAVES FRIGHT FEST 
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, & SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 
Wild Waves Theme & Water Park gets a 
SPOOKTACULAR makeover and re-opens the park 
gates WEEKENDS until October 28. Thrill seekers can 
navigate through the park with more than 25 rides in 
the DARK and 3 bone-chilling, haunted attractions. 
Plus, little goblins 12 and under can enjoy scare-free, 
Halloween-themed fun in Rowville.  PTA Members 
receive up to 30% off! Contact 
membership@alkipta.com for details.
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SiGn Up NoW

CLIP BOX TOPS

•  Hundreds of participating products, including 
products you probably already buy

•  Each clip is worth 10¢ for our school, and they 
add up fast!

•  Our school can use the Box Tops cash to buy 
whatever it needs

SEE ALL PARTICIPATING PRODUCTS AT BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS

SEE ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN EARN FOR 
YOUR SCHOOL AT BTFE.COM/EARN

EARN BONUS BOX TOPS (that’s extra $$ for our school!)

•  Online sweepstakes

•  In-store offers

•  Special offers through the Box Tops Bonus App

at BTFE.COM/JOIN to support our school and track our earnings progress. 
It's easy and free!
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